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NOV 18 2008

The Honorable Bil] Shuster

Member, U.S. House of Representatives
647 Philadelphia Street, Suite 303
Indiana, Pennsylvania 15707

Dear Congressman Shuster:

Thank you for your letter of October 8, 2008, to the U.S. Environmenta] Protection
Agency (EPA) on behalf of your constituent, - F » concerning an EPA
requirement for water testing for his business, the Starfor. nn Bar. Specifically, M-Iy is
concerned that similar testing is already being conducted and that the additional costs wi]] force
the business into bankruptcy.

microbial contaminant that has caused disease outbreaks in several cities across the United
States.) These tests cost about $25 per sample.

At the end of the year, the average £, coli concentration of the 26 samples is calculated.
If the average concentration of E.coli is greater than a specified trigger level, then the system
must monitor for C ryptosporidium. Because the costs of Cryptosporidium analysis are
considerably more (as much as $500 per sample) than £ col; analysis, the initial sampling for £,
coli was established to reduce expenses for smaller water systems. Although the testing is an

Mr- indicates that testing of the Starford Inn Bar water system has been ongoing
for three years. Mr. F is likely referring to routine sampling of the distribution system that
is required to ensure that the water is being properly disinfected. This testing is distinct from the
E. coli and Cryptosporidium testing described above,
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or have your staff contact
Mrs. Megan Mackey, EPA’s Pennsylvania Liaison, at 215-814-5534.

Sincerely,

Donald S. Welsh
Regional Administrator
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